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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E>3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 June 2004 . 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |El Claim(s) 1.2,17.20.22-25 and 34-38 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1.2.17.20,22-25 and 34-38 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)E]AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 


Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) Q other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 081504 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's response filed on 06/01/04 has been acknowledged. 
Claims 1-2, 17, 20, 22-25 and 34-38 are pending. 

Applicants are required to follow Amendment Practice under revised 37 CFR 
§1.121. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/01/04 has been entered. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. Rejections and/or objections not reiterated from 
previous office actions are hereby withdrawn. The references cited herein are of record 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 1-2, 17, 20, 22-25 and 34-38 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention for the same reasons of 
record as set forth in the office action mailed on 02/09/04. 
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Response to arguments 

The applicant argues that claim 1 has been amended to recite " plasmid 
replication protein". The applicant argues that instant invention is drawn to a nucleotide 
sequence as that is essential for the replication of a plasmid and has some homology to 
the nucleic acid sequence encoding SEQ ID NO:2. The applicant argues that the 
nucleic acid sequence as claimed is essential for the replication of a plasmid in the 
microorganism. The applicant further argues that variants of SEQ NO:2 could be 
identified by the skilled person on the basis of structural physical characteristics as 
described in the specification. The applicant argues that there are five conserved motifs 
present in the SEQ ID NO:2, which share commonality with other replication proteins. 
The applicant argues that more than one member has been described that includes 
description of SEQ ID NO:2 and other encompassed by the stringent hybridization 
conditions 

However, this is found NOT persuasive because claim 1 as amended fails to 
meet written description requirement. Besides the nucleic acid sequences which 
encodes the amino acid sequences of SEQ ID NO:2 the scope of invention as claimed 
encompasses a variant of nucleic acid encoding the amino acid sequences of SEQ ID 
NO:2, which encodes a plasmid replication protein (see claim 1(b)). Furthermore the 
scope of the invention as claimed encompasses nucleotide sequence obtained form any 
organism wherein the nucleic acid is essential for its replication. Since every protein in 
a microorganism is considered essential for its replication or replication of a plasmid 
within the organism, mere recitation of claim limitation "plasmid replication protein" has 
failed to distinguish the claimed nucleotide sequences from any other protein, which is 
considered essential for its replication. The specification as filed fails to disclose any 
variant of SEQ ID NO:2 that one skill in the art would be able to identify by any 
structural and physical characteristics. The scope of invention as claimed further 
encompasses variation in conserved motifs, which are considered germane for the 
claimed plasmid-replication-protein-like activity. Besides the nucleic acid sequence 
which encode the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2, the specification as filed fail to 
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disclose any other variant of nucleic acid sequences (as claimed) which has any 
plasmid replication protein-like activity explicitly or implicitly as putatively. 

Applicant were referred to the guidelines for Written Description Requirement 
published January 5, 2001 in the Federal Register, Vol.66, No.4, pp.1099-1 110 (see 
http://www.uspto.gov ). The disclosure of a single species is rarely, if ever, sufficient to 
describe a broad genus, particularly when the specification fails to describe the features 
of that genus, even in passing, (see In re Shokal 1 13USPQ283(CCPA1957); Purdue 
Pharma L. P. vs Faulding Inc. 56 USPQ2nd 1481 (CAFC 2000). 

Under the law the possession may be shown by actual reduction to practice, 
clear depiction of the invention in a detailed drawing, or by describing the invention with 
sufficient relevant identifying characteristics (as it relates to the claimed invention as a 
whole) such that a person skilled in the art would recognize that the inventor had 
possession of the claimed invention. See, e.g., Pfaff v. WellsElectronics, Inc., 525 U.S. 
55, 68, 119 S.Ct. 304, 312, 48 USPQ2d 1641, 1647 (1998); Eli Lilly, 119 F.3d at 1568, 
43 USPQ2d at 1406; Amgen, Inc. v. Chugai Pharmaceutical, 927 F.2d 1200, 1206, 18 
USPQ2d 1016, 1021 (Fed. Cir. 1991). In the instant case SEQ ID NO:2 or its variants 
has been defined only by a statement of function "plasmid replication protein" which 
conveyed no distinguishing information about the identity of the claimed DNA sequence, 
such as its relevant structural or physical characteristics. According to these facts, one 
skill in the art would conclude that applicant was not in the possession of the claimed 
genu s because a description of only one member of this genus is not representative of 
the variants of genus and is insufficient to support the claim. 

Conclusion 

No claims are allowed. 

All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
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application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumesh Kaushal Ph.D. whose telephone number is 
571-272-0769. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. from 9AM-5PM. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yucel Irem Ph.D. can be reached on 571-272-0781. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to (571) 272-0547. 

Patent applicants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that 
can be viewed in the Patent Application Information Retrieval system (PAIR) can now 
contact the USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center (Patent EBC) for assistance. 
Representatives are available to answer your questions daily from 6 am to midnight 
(EST). The toll free number is (866) 217-9197. When calling please have your 
application serial or patent number, the type of document you are having an image 
problem with, the number of pages and the specific nature of the problem. The Patent 
Electronic Business Center will notify applicants of the resolution of the problem within 
5-7 business days. Applicants can also check PAIR to confirm that the problem has 
been corrected. The USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center is a complete service 
center supporting all patent business on the Internet. The USPTO's PAIR system 
provides Internet-based access to patent application status and history information. It 
also enables applicants to view the scanned images of their own application file 
folder(s) as well as general patent information available to the public. 

For all other customer support, please call the USPTO Call Center (UCC) at 800- 
786-9199. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 


Sumesh Kaushal 
Examiner GAU 1636 



JEFFREY FREDMAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



